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 Winter 2017 Newsletter 

Dear families,  

It has been another very busy and successful term at Drummond Community High School and I am very proud to share 

and celebrate the many and varied achievements of our young people. We regularly celebrate the successes of our 

students at House Assemblies for Annandale, Bellevue and Claremont, and present Achievement Ties and star badges 

to those who have excelled in their academic, musical or sporting field, or who have represented our school 

community with flying colours.  

Home/ school communication 

The first Headteacher bulletin to keep parents informed of business matters such as staffing was emailed to all parents 

on Monday 4 December, and this will continue on a fortnightly basis.  

We are continuing to develop our website and this is where you can find departmental information as well as our 

school calendar and policies: www.drummond.edin.sch.uk 

We are very active on twitter: follow us to get all our news as it happens @Drummond_CHS and @DrummondHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Mornings and Afternoons    We welcomed the 

community to Drummond for two mornings at the end of October to 

show case our school in action, as well as an afternoon in early 

November. Parents from our cluster primaries and across the city visited 

us and commented upon the wonderful opportunities we offer our 

young people, the positive ethos of the school and the strong 

relationships between staff and pupils.  

The next Open Afternoon is Thursday 8 March 4.30-6.30pm: all parents 

of primary age children from cluster primaries and further afield are very welcome. Alternatively, please contact the 

school office to arrange a visit to the school. 

Primary visits     P7 classes have visited Drummond at 

various points in the year to use our computing facilities and 

our pupils also help out with their Sports Days. In December all 

P7 classes came up to Drummond for a ceilidh organised by PE 

staff, Active Schools coordinator and Senior pupils in the 

Leadership class.  A great time was had by all! 

The Senior Leadership Team (SLT)  

Left to right: Mrs E McLean DHT S1-3; Ms J Hannan, 

Headteacher; Mr P Luke, Business Manager; Mrs P 

Sharp, DHT S4-6 

Heads of School 

Alisha Arshad and Peter Wright 

http://www.drummond.edin.sch.uk/
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S6 camp    Our S6 pupils travelled to Dalguise in Perthshire for a team building 

residential weekend in early October. They organised this themselves and took 

part in a wide variety of outdoor activities. They were excellent ambassadors for 

the school and had a great time.  Thanks to Mrs Collins, Mr Kelly and Ms Bisset 

for accompanying them.  

 

Dance     Layza Vinancio Mirhadi and Megan Natta (both S5) started a 

Dance group in Drummond this term and took our Junior dancers to 

compete at Portobello High School in December. The standard of the 

group’s dancing was so high that they have been invited to compete 

again at a higher level at the next dance show.  

The Art Department continued its 

successful partnership with the 

Fruitmarket Gallery in Edinburgh 

with a number of our pupils 

exhibiting their work in September. 

The department is also strengthening its collaboration 

with Edinburgh College, with students visiting 

Drummond to work with our pupils. 

 

Drama   We were delighted that Drama pupils’ plays were performed by a 

range of professional actors in collaboration with the Traverse Theatre, and published in the Class Act 

book.  

In December all S1 and S2 pupils saw a special production of Aladdin at the Lyceum and then worked 

with theatre staff on Project Genie which was 

their interpretation of Aladdin. The school’s 

Concourse was transformed into a bazaar for 

parents to browse the stalls, before pupils 

performed musical and drama pieces. It was a 

great success and the Lyceum producers were 

very impressed by the pupils’ commitment 

and creativity.   

 

STEM Drummond works hard to promote STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths) across school, and 

particularly to engage girls in these areas. Several of 

our senior girls attended the Monster STEM 

conference in Glasgow to look at career 

opportunities. We also continue our very successful 

Engineering partnership with Laing O’Rourke and 

Architecture with Heriot Watt University. 
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Youth Philanthropy Award. All S4-6 pupils participate in YPI in which 

small groups each choose a charity they would like to support, research it, and 

work with that charity’s staff to promote it.  They present their charity project 

to an audience and panel being whittled down at various stages to quarter, semi 

and then the finals and the winning group receives a £3000 grant for their 

chosen charity. Some of our seniors were chosen to be the faces of YPI on their 

website- Haia Jihan and Alizah Mughal (second and third from left) were our 

worthy winners last year.   

HistoryJade Thomson and Lauryn King in S6 were invited to take part in the Lessons from Auschwitz project. The 

Holocaust Educational Trust takes a number of young people each year from across Scotland to Auschwitz in Poland to 

increase knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust for young people and to clearly highlight what can happen if 

prejudice and racism become acceptable. Jade and Lauryn will be leading a whole school assembly in January to share 

their experiences. 

Maths  As well as celebrating Pi day with a school wide treasure 

hunt and display in the playground, Maths took over the school for 

a week in September to challenge pupils with Maths quizzes- a 

prize for the tutor group that got the most correct answers! 

We enter pupils from S1-S6 in the prestigious UKMT Maths 

Challenges every year and this year 16 pupils won multiple gold, silver 

and bronze awards.   

S3 LEAPS Campus reporter    In November 35 S3 students took part in the annual Campus Reporter event organised 

by LEAPS (https://www.leapsonline.org/) our partner agency supporting Drummond’s students into higher education. 

This campus-based event at the University of Edinburgh, using the theme of a TV news programme about higher 

education, is half a day in length. The students were required to create a short film clip about an aspect of university 

life which then formed part of the TV news programme. Andi Christie and Finn Jordan, our news reporters provided 

the continuity between the news reports, while the rest of the students were able to see the efforts of the other 

groups providing often a hilarious, but always fun ending to the morning.  

Games of the Future 

Students from the Heritage Group have been thinking ‘outside the box’ as part of the 

National Galleries of Scotland Art of the Future Learning project. Based on the NOW 

contemporary art exhibition at the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, the project 

invited groups of young people across Scotland to make new artworks that get them 

thinking about the issues that affect their lives now, and in the future. 

This offshoot of The Art of the Future project involves female students, from diverse 
backgrounds, at four Edinburgh schools, creating unique ‘Games’ that reflect their origins, 

identities and aspirations.  
 

Pupil achievement & sports competitions 

Faye Fulton’s (S4) squash career goes from strength to strength. She is now ranked 3rd in Scotland for 

girls’ doubles, and 4th for mixed doubles.  

 

Paige McLeish (S2) won 1st place at the International Banzai (karate) Cup in October. 

 

https://www.leapsonline.org/
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The Grizzlies basketball team keep adding to the trophy cabinet too with an Autumn 

win over Broxburn Academy in October. 

Alba McGowan (S1) was featured in promotional video which secured 

the World Youth and Student Travel Conference 2018 for Edinburgh. It 

was produced by the Edinburgh Tourism Action Group, as part of Scottish Enterprise.  You can see it on: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyH72_4v4zE&feature=youtu.be 

Flavia Ciccotti (S5) and Bavesh Hariramani (S6) won first prize in Spanish the Napier University Creating 

Bridges writing competition. Their entry will also be published in the University’s first issue of a foreign 

languages newspaper.  

Charity fundraising 

Our pupils and staff continue to show how big Drummond’s heart is with our charity fundraising: 

Children in Need. Drummond raised £700 for Children in Need from our 1980s inspired dress 

down day, staff lip synching, guess the spots on the cake and a staff versus pupil basketball 

game (the pupils won again!). 

CHAS. Junior pupils made and sold Christmas cards to pupils, staff and 

parents to raise money for Children’s Hospices Across Scotland. They 

worked hard after school and during lunchtimes and raised £250. 

Community support. We know that Christmas can be a difficult time for some people, so in 

true community school spirit, staff and pupils have again been generously filling boxes with food items for donation to 

local foodbanks. We will also be donating money raised in the whole school Christmas Jumper day on the last day of 

term to the Trussel Trust, a local charity that supports the foodbanks. 

New staff  Welcome to Mrs Potier, Modern Languages, Ms Zagorac, History, and Mr White, Support for Learning who 

joined us recently. We bid farewell to Ms Baillie, PE, who leaves us for Canada and Mrs Morton, English, who commences 

maternity leave in January. Mr Barrie, PE, and Ms Ludbrooke, English, both take up post in January, as does Mrs 

Dunsmore in Modern Studies.  

 Looking ahead to 2018 

Uniform. Thank you for your ongoing support of our uniform code which promotes a positive ethos in our school and 

community, and focuses upon our high expectations of pupils as ambassadors for our school.  The full details of our 

uniform code can be found on the website.  

Punctuality. We continue to encourage all pupils to be in school on time every morning at 8.30am and for every class to 

maximise their learning.  

Please note that mobile phones and earphones are not allowed in class unless specifically directed by the teacher for 

learning purposes. 

School reconvenes for all pupils on Tuesday 9 January at 8.30am but in the meantime I wish you 

all a peaceful and happy holiday.  

Best wishes,  

 

 

Jodie Hannan 

Head Teacher 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyH72_4v4zE&feature=youtu.be

