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Face coverings: 

When does my child have to wear a face covering? 

If your child is in secondary school (including special schools and independent and 
grant aided schools – over the age of 12 years) they will be required to wear a face 
covering in all areas where physical distancing is particularly hard to maintain and 
where there are increased chances of mixing with multiple year/age groups.  These 
areas include, but are not limited to, corridors and confined communal areas 
(including toilets). 

All children aged 5 and over travelling on public transport or dedicated school 
transport are also required to wear a face covering for the duration of the journey. 

 

Will my child be forced to wear a face covering? 

Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings.  Further information on 
exemptions can be found in wider Scottish Government guidance.  

 

Will face coverings be required in the classrooms? 

Face coverings should not generally be required in classrooms or other learning and 
teaching environments.  If there are local outbreaks of the virus, the local incident 
management team may recommend further precautions such as face coverings in 
the classroom.  This would be based on risk assessments and considerations of 
local infection rates. 

 

Will the school provide my child with a face covering? 

As face coverings have been mandatory in Scotland for some time, there is an 
expectation that each child/young person will have suitable face covering(s); 
however, each school will have a contingency supply for those who need one. 

 

My child has additional support needs – how will this work with the 
introduction of face-coverings? 

The impact of wearing a face covering for learners with additional support needs, 
including any level of hearing loss, will be carefully considered, as communication for 
many of these learners (including hearing impaired young people) relies in part on 
being able to see someone’s face clearly. This is also important for children and 
young people who are acquiring English and who rely on visual cues to enable them 
to be included in learning.  

All schools will have access to see-through face coverings (which are becoming 
increasingly available), which should help the issues outlined above.  

 


